CHS, Dorothy Fox will undergo expansion, renovation. 


O Highlights include 

an expanded commons 
area at the high school 
and separate gym at the 
elementary school 


By Danielle Frost 
Post-Record staff 


Camas High School and 
Dorothy Fox Elementary 
will both be getting facelifts 
this year, with construction 
starting in June. 

Improvements at CHS 
will include: seven new 
classrooms in the southern 
wing, a library expansion and 
entrance vestibule, special 
education area remodel, a 
new student commons area, 


wrestling/training and 
locker room remodel, magnet 
program and technical 
education area remodel to 
include two new classrooms 
and upstairs improvements. 

At Dorothy Fox, 
improvements will include: 
seven new classrooms, a new 
resource room, new computer 
room/library remodel, 
separate gym, expanded 
cafeteria with performance 
platform, improvements 
to covered play area, 
improvements to the bus 
loop, site improvements for 
parent drop-off, parking, on 
site sidewalks and improved 
ADA accessibility. All the 
portables except one will 
also be removed. 

According to Camas School 


“We need some capacity in 
[the commons]. It will help 
relieve some congestion.” 


— Mike Nerland, superintendent 


District Capital Programs 
Manager Heidi Rosenberg, 
costs have not yet been 
finalized for the projects, 
but the estimated amount is 
$7 million for CHS and $4 
million for Dorothy Fox. 
There are 1,668 students 
at CHS and 531 at Dorothy 


Fox. 

Although CHS opened in 
2002, a school district capital 
improvements study recently 
projected that it would be 
388 students over capacity 
by 2015. 

“The bid climate is so good 
right now, it’s hard not to 


take advantage of it and get 
what we can get,” Rosenberg 
said at a recent School Board 
meeting. “Because of that, 
a lot of main issues will be 
taken care of. We're really 
excited about it.” 

With the addition of the 
gym, Dorothy Fox will be 
able to hold P.E. classes all 
day. Currently, the gym 
doubles as the lunchroom. 

At CHS, plans to expand 
the library and_ special 
education room will 
better serve the students, 
Rosenberg said. 

Another big project at the 
high school is to expand the 
commons area. 

“We need some capacity 
in there,” Superintendent 
Mike Nerland said. “It will 


help relieve some of the 
congestion.” 

Construction on both 
projects, funded through 
the voter-approved 2007 
capital construction bond, is 
expected to be complete by 
June 2011. 

Rosenberg said the goal 
was to complete the most 
“disruptive” construction 
areas during the next two 
summers. The remaining 
work will occur during the 
school year, with students 
remaining in their current 
classrooms. 

“We are working with the 
leadership at both schools 
to minimize disruption and 
ensure a positive educational 
environment,” she said. 


